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Learn About Where You Live, Miami!

LEARN

ABOUT WHERE YOU LIVE, MIAMI!

‘Main Street empowers
communities to set their
own destinies. While revital-
ization is challenging work,
the Main Street program
offers a road-map for local-
ly-owned, locally-driven pros-
perity. Across the country,
thousands of communities
have used the Main Street
Approach to transform their
economies, leverage local
leadership, and improve
overall quality of life."”!

1 Main Street America
website https.//www.mainstreet.
org/mainstreetamerica/
themovement accessed September
30, 2020

Figure 01. Mature street trees along
17th Avenue at Juan Pablo Duarte
Park. Source: Plusurbia Design.

1.1 LITTLE SANTO DOMINGO: THIS
PLACE MATTERS

Little Santo Domingo refers to a concentration of businesses and cultural
spaces affiliated with the Dominican diaspora that are located in the
historic Allapattah neighborhood of the City of Miami. These places are
concentrated along the commercial corridor of NW 17th Avenue between
NW 20th Street and NW 36th Street. Little Santo Domingo was officially
recognized as a cultural district by the City of Miami in 2013, in recognition
of the contributions of Dominican business owners and of the unique
Dominican culture of the neighborhood. Through the tireless efforts of the
non-profit group The Allapattah Collaborative, CDC, Little Santo Domingo
was recognized as a Main Street community in 20212 In that same year,
the Dade Heritage Trust, Miami-Dade County's largest preservation non-
profit organization, listed the Little Santo Domingo Commercial District in its
annual "Endangered Dozen” list®  Little Santo Domingo gained the national
spotlight when it was identified by the National Trust for Historic Preservation
as one of the United States’ “11 Most Endangered Historic Places” in 2023.
Clearly, local and national organizations alike have recognized that there is
something special that has taken place on this unigue Allapattah street, and
it is something worth protecting.

1 City of Miami Planning and Zoning Department, Urban Design and Community Planning Sections, Little
Santo Domingo Design Standard Criteria Improvement Ideas. January, 2013

2 Main Street America Website, https://mainstreet.org/the-latest/news/main-spotlight-celebrating-and-
preserving-a-culture-of-possibility-in-allapattah-miami

3 Dade Heritage Trust, Preservation Today Magazine: All Eyes on Allapattah, 2021

© 2024 PLUSURBIA
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ALLAPATTAH EVOLVES INTO LITTLE
SANTO DOMINGO

Allapattah has always been a hard working neighborhood. Like the City
of Miami itself, Allapattah has transformed demographically many times
throughout its history. For thousands of years, Allapattah was part of
the Native American Tequesta tribe territory, located on the edge of the
Everglades and within the Miami River watershed. It was later traversed by
members of the Seminole tribe who traveled into Miami to trade with early
pioneers. The first documented non-native settlers in Allapattah were the
Wagner Family in the 1850s. William and Eveline Wagner were a mixed-race
couple with ancestry from Germany and the island of Hispaniola, where the
Dominican Republic is located today. By 1900 and until 1920, Allapattah
was settled with small, family-owned truck farms. There was a significant
number of Black and German farm owners and settlers in Allapattah during
this time period.

During the 1920s, the Florida Land Boom resulted in maost of the Allapattah
neighborhood being redeveloped into speculative residential subdivisions.
In 1925, the district was annexed into the City of Miami and became subject
to the City Charter and zoning regulations. The rapid development of the
neighborhood and the unprecedented arrival of new residents resulted in the
neighborhoodbecoming much morerigidly racially segregated, anditbecame
an exclusively white community from the 1920s until the 1960s. Beginning
in the 1920s, Allapattah also evolved into an industrial neighborhood, which
brought white working class residents to the neighborhood. Interestingly,
the social support institutions for Allapattah's working class community,
such as labor unions, the YMCA, the Malcolm Ross Senior Center, the public
schools, the churches, and low-cost public housing, all served as conduits
for racial integration of the neighborhood in the 1960s.

The 1960s was a time of rapid change in Allapattah when the local schools
were racially integrated and the Fair Housing Act provided legal protections
for Black residents to choose where to live. Many Black residents chose
Allapattah. During the same decade, Miami's population was transformed
by the Cuban Revolution, and Cuban refugees moved into Allapattah as well.
By the 1970s, Allapattah understood itself as a “Tri-Cultural Community,” and
made efforts to embrace the unigue racial and ethnic diversity of its white,
Black, and Cuban residents. This well-documented Tri-Cultural Community
was located north of Little Havana, which was settled predominantly by white
Cubans, and south of Model City, which was populated by Black Americans.
Allapattah became a transitional area between these two communities
and it increasingly attracted Hispanic residents of Color, many of whom
experienced racial discrimination in Little Havana. They felt comfortable
in Allapattah, where they could speak Spanish and also be free from racial
discrimination.



Figure 02. Seafood market at
3114 NW 17 Avenue. Source: The
Allapattah Collaborative.

Learn About Where You Live, Miami!

Allapattah's unique geography as a “transitional area” for Hispanic residents
of Color set the stage for the arrival of Dominican immigrants in the 1970s
and 1980s. The Dominican Republic is one of the most racially diverse
nations in the Americas, with most Dominicans possessing an ancestral
background that is a mixture of European, African, and native Taino.
Because Dominicans often have a darker skin color, they have historically
experienced racial discrimination from other Hispanic communities. Early
Dominican residents of Allapattah explain that they simply felt comfortable
in the neighborhood, and that it felt like coming home for them.

In 1980, Miami-Dade County experienced numerous tragic setbacks for
Black civil rights, which came to a head when the murderers of Arthur
McDuffie, a Black insurance salesman, were acquitted by an all-white
male jury. Exasperated protestors burned buildings, broke windows, and
destroyed businesses throughout the County, and Allapattah was not
spared from the devastation and the disinvestment that followed. However,
unlike other communities in northwest Miami-Dade County, Allapattah's
commercial corridors experienced an economic revival in the mid 1980s,
particularly along NW 17th Avenue and NW 36th Street. This is attributed
to the entrepreneurial spirit of the Dominican immigrants who were already
living there, who seized the opportunity of the vacant, damaged, and low-
cost storefronts in the aftermath of the 1980 protests.

From at least 1983 until the present day, unique family-owned Dominican
businesses have proliferated in Allapattah. These Dominican business
owners have created a vibrant micro-economy in the neighborhood.
Complimenting this business activity has been cultural places and events
such as churches, parks, non-profits, and events. Most notable has been
the creation of a Catholic mission in the neighborhood, Nuestra Senora
de la Altagracia, named after the patron saint of the Dominican Republic
and the nation's own cathedral. The City of Miami recognized this growing
Dominican identity in 2003 by renaming Comstock Park after the Dominican
Republic’'s national hero, Juan Pablo Duarte. In 2013, the commercial area
of Allapattah was originally recognized as “Little Santo Domingo’ by the City
of Miami.

© 2024 PLUSURBIA
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Figure 03. Juan Pablo Duarte Park.
Source: Plusurbia Design.

LITTLE SANTO DOMINGO IS IMPORTANT

The story of Little Santo Domingo is the story of the American Dream. Itis
the story of how working class people of all different races, ethnicities and
languages have come to make a better life for themselves and their families.
[tis alayered history of settlement — from Native American to German-Creole,
from a racially diverse farming community to a segregated all-white working
class neighborhood, from a tri-ethnic community to a place where Hispanics
of color can feel comfortable, and since the 1980s, a distinctly Dominican
diaspora community. It is a story of how an immigrant community and a
community of color revived a commercial district that had been abandoned
in the wake of the 1980s McDuffie protests. Throughout history, the story
of Allapattah and Little Santo Domingo is a story of resilience, grit, hard
work and determination. This history of economic opportunity is made
possible by the historic neighborhood settlement patterns, the small farms
that evolved organically into small subdivisions, with modest commercial
buildings fronting the street. On 17th Avenue, the design of the street has
historically supported small business activity with on-street parking, wide
sidewalks, and vital shade trees — mature mahogany trees, the national tree
of the Dominican Republic.







